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Even though faith-related opportunities aren’t as readily available after leaving Taylor, graduates encourage seniors to continue exploring their faith.

Seniors suggest taking
every opportunity for
spiritual growth
Becca Robb
Contributor

Seniors have made it through the
freshman fifteen, the sophomore
slump and the junior jitters. Now
they’re edging their way through
those final daunting weeks.
According to an informal survey
The Echo conducted in April, 61 percent of this year’s graduating class
agreed that other people have made
the most impact on their faith. This
is opposed to the impact of chapel,
church, missions, sports and classes.
But no student can stay at Taylor
forever. And not everyone can travel
the same path once they leave.
Rachel Vachon (’13), said she especially misses her friends and their discussions about chapel and the Bible.
“It was so easy to get connected and
really be able to support each other,

and have fun and be there through
the ups and downs,” Vachon said.
Senior Caroline Cilento remembers
small groups greatly influencing her
throughout her time at Taylor. Cilento regrets not joining a small group
during her senior year because she
prefers connecting one-on-one or in
a smaller group to connecting in a
larger group.
After graduation, faith-related opportunities, such as small groups,
may not be as readily available.
“Post-college, it’s harder,” Vachon
said. “Friendships still exist, but it’s
harder to form them and get to that
point as easily.”
In preparing students for graduation and this difficult transition,
Taylor offers several classes specifically for juniors and seniors—Historic Christian Belief, Contemporary
Christian Belief (Contemp) and Senior Seminar.
Joseph Pak, associate professor
of Biblical studies, teaches Historic

Ally Horine

News Co-Editor

During one of The Village Tree’s meetings last summer, the group noticed
an overflowing dumpster on campus, filled with discarded belongings of Taylor students who had left
at the end of the semester. Most of
those belongings were still usable,
but dumpster diving is illegal in Upland; therefore, the stuff could not be
salvaged.
Junior Village Tree member Sarah
McLeester and others in the group decided there was a better use for these
cast-offs—create a yard sale and donate the proceeds to a local charity.
“This idea was in the back of our
minds all year,” McLeester said. “I personally have had experience putting
on benefit sales, and feel particularly passionate about it. I love the idea
of getting the community involved in
supporting good causes, and promoting buying used instead of new.”
When deciding on a charity, Village Tree members selected one
they know well. Lift was started in
fall 2014 by community member

This story examines
how Taylor seniors’
faith has been
shaped during
their four years
here. For most
seniors, the
people, rather than
the programs, have
most impacted
their spiritual
understanding.

The ﬁnal installment will consider maintaining
relationships after leaving Taylor
Graphic illustrated by Matthew Morse

Shaping faith continues on page 2

Haak gives back
Students get involved
with local charity

This is the fourth in
a series of articles
dealing with issues
surrounding
graduating seniors.
Our intent as a
newspaper is to
showcase lives of
students past their
Taylor experience,
and to equip current
students to face life
after Taylor.

Lisa Sells and Director of Honors
Programming Jenn Moeschberger. Moeschberger and Sells noticed
a need for an after-school program
in Upland and talked to The Village

Tree about getting involved. Several
members volunteered, and McLeester
and junior Village Tree member Julia Nellessen interned with Lift this
semester.
Lift is a faith-based after-school
program that emphasizes whole-person growth, academic achievement
and spiritual nurture. It is designed

Haak gives back continues on page 2

The Village Tree residents are hosting a sale to support Lift, an after-school program in Upland.
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to help Eastbrook students achieve
their full academic potential as
well as grow in their relationships
with God. The idea for the program
stemmed from Sells’ vision to serve
her town. She has been involved in
the community in many ways, including volunteer experience with
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Shaping faith continued from page 1

Christian Belief as part of Taylor’s
foundational core curriculum. At
the beginning of each class, he asks
a student to answer Jesus’ question
in Matthew 16:15: “Who do you say
I am?” By the end of the semester, each student will have answered the question in his or her
own words.
“I can only hope . . . (students) might
at least give it the chance to rethink
their views and at least to know what
they believe, and why they believe
in it,” Pak said. “The hardest part is
sometimes I do feel helpless in terms

of influencing students enough.”
Pak focuses the class on the historic and orthodox beliefs of the church
since the time of Jesus. He intends
for students to leave with a better
understanding of their beliefs and to
be confident enough to explain their
beliefs to others.
The class does not cover how to
deal with current unorthodox beliefs,
a topic reserved for Contemp.
Even though Contemp deals with
current ideologies, graduates still face
the difficulty of understanding unfamiliar and unexpected perspectives.
In the 2013–14 Senior Exit Survey, only

65 percent of seniors agreed that they
were satisfied with doctrinal diversity
on campus.
“I’d really like to see a little more
diversity in thought,” senior Olivia
Jessup said. “It’s easy to get a herd
mindset of ‘Oh, well, we all believe
the same things.’ Well, I know several
different atheists on campus. I know
several different people who really
wrestle with their faith.”
Senior Sam Krygsheld encourages students to reach out to other students who have different perspectives.
“It’s good to have interactions with
(people of different perspectives) if

New TSO executive cabinet hired
Members already preparing
for next year’s positions
Cassidy Grom
Staff Writer

Meetings around the Taylor Student
Organization (TSO) Executive Cabinet table will consist of new members
next year, but their focus on excellent
student programming will remain
the same.
Future Student Body President Kasey Leander and future Student Body
Vice Presidenct Camilla Chiang interviewed applicants for each position
and hired the staff on April 28.
“It is kind of the dilemma you want
to be in,” Leander said. “We had a couple of those roles where we had two
or three applicants and all of them
would have done a stellar job.”
Leander and Chiang also hired a
treasurer and media marketing specialist who assist all the cabinets.
The Echo interviewed some of the
soon-to-be executive cabinet members about their role and hopes for
next year.

Lizzie Wilson–Media Marketing
Echo: What are your responsibilities as president of Media Marketing?
Wilson: Media Marketing is responsible for getting the word out
about campuswide events. Usually the best way to communicate is
through posters or social media,
though we also do all the marketing
materials associated with big events,
too (programs, tickets, T-shirts, promo videos, etc.)
Echo: How would you describe
your graphic design style? Have you
already been brainstorming for next
year’s promotional posters?
Wilson: My graphic design style is
strongly typographic, and I love the
concept of visual communication. I
definitely have goals for next year, but
I also want to encourage each designer’s individual style and for them to
take ownership of their projects.
Danielle Spoutz–Dances and Special Events Committee

Echo: What events or activities is
the DSEC responsible for?
Spoutz: DSEC is responsible for
planning and organizing the dances
on campus and a few special events.
This year, we were responsible for
Wonka Wonderland, the Halloween
dance and Spring Swing, the swing
dance in February.
Echo: What exactly are “special events”?
Spoutz: In J-term, we partnered
with SAC to do Coffee and Canvas.
That was our first “special event.”
I guess the Beach Bash can be described as a special event as well
because it is not just a dance; it has
multiple facets to it.
Echo: DSEC is a relatively new
group. What traditions do you want
to start or continue for the coming
generations?
Spoutz: We are keeping the tradition of having a large event on the
last day of classes in the spring that
was started by last year’s Executive Cabinet.

Michael Free–Treasurer
Echo: Your position used to be
called “president of finance.” Why the
change to “treasurer”?
Free: It . . . doesn’t have a real, business world application. Meaning,
there really isn’t such thing as a typical “president of finance” in a standard business, but a “treasurer” is a
generally understood title.
Echo: Why do you think you are
a good fit for this year’s TSO Executive Cabinet?
Free: I am a finance and accounting/systems double major. Last summer I worked for ALDI Inc. at their
United States corporate headquarters in their accounting department,
where I helped consolidate their
United States financial statements
and put together the company’s
2015 budget.
Charlie Richert–Leadership
Programming
Echo: This is the first year for Leadership to be under TSO. What changes can the student body expect in

Leadership Programming next year?
Richert: We will be shifting our focus almost exclusively towards organizing the NSLC (National Student
Leadership Conference). This means
more time and effort will be spent to
make an excellent event like NSLC
even better.

Hannah Schaefer–Global Engagement
Echo: What changes can the student body expect in Global Engagement next year?
Schaefer : Global Engagement
has typically been about other
countries and the differing cultures
there. We will certainly have those
conversations, but personally I’d
love to see Global Engagement
make a shift this year to talk about
culture and race on a national level, particularly in light of the events
in Ferguson, New York and Baltimore, and talk about the church’s
role in advocating for equality for
all people.
Mary Fox–Intramurals
Echo: What if video game players
wanted to organize as an official Taylor intramural team?
Fox: Considering that intramurals organizes sports, when video
games is brought up, it sounds like it
would not fit into the sports category. With that said, I would be willing
to sit down with whoever and hear
their ideas.
Savanna Sweeting–Integration of
Faith and Culture
Echo: What is your goal for IFC
next year?
Sweeting: My goal is to maintain
the success of IFC. I think, overall
this year, our events had a high attendance rate and I want to make sure
our events remain relevant and interesting for the student body.
Echo: What are some documentaries or books that you would like
the student body to discuss together
next year?
Sweeting: Everyone watch “Jiro
Dreams of Sushi”!

“We felt like every time our tuition went up, the
buying power of that scholarship went down a bit.”
Gaining our freshman 514

May 8, 2015

only to get the shock value out of it,
so then it’s not like you get out of college and see somebody who disagrees
with you for the first time,” Krygsheld
said. “That’s not a good place to be.”
Though classes do their best to prepare seniors for graduation, they cannot completely prepare any student
for life outside of Taylor. One of the
most challenging parts of Vachon’s
transition was the summer after her
graduation in 2013.
“Up until that point, I had known
what the next step was, and suddenly
I had all these directions and I could
go and I didn’t know where to go,” she
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said.
For Vachon, the breakthrough
came with time after making new
connections with co-workers and
friends. Whether the transition from
Taylor is hard or exciting, there is always room to grow and to learn from
one another.
Taylor students seem to have the
knowledge, the experience and the relationships to thrive after graduation.
The greatest challenge for graduating
seniors may simply be maintaining
those close relationships after Taylor and then taking a risk to reach
out to others.

Gaining our
freshman 514
Increase in students partially
due to increase in financial aid
Lexie V. Owen
Staff Writer

The class of 2019 has 514 students as
of May 1, a 15 percent increase from
last year’s class.
The increase, 77 matriculated
freshmen up from 437 enrollments
in 2014, can be attributed to the
efforts of multiple departments
on campus.
According to Enrollment Data
Manager Nathan Baker, a change
in financial aid structure has contributed to the jump in enrollment numbers.
Seeing that the 2014 enrollment
number was down compared to 2013’s
461 enrollments, the Financial Aid
Office sought the help of consultant
Hardwick Bay to advise them on making a change.
“Their (Hardwick Bay’s) suggestion
put into place a whole new academic grid,” director of Financial Aid Tim
Nace said. “Prior to this upcoming fall,
you had to have a certain test score
and a certain GPA and you had to have
both of those numbers to get an academic scholarship. Now we have more
of a points system where you get so
many points for your test score and so
many points for your GPA. You combine those and depending on your total number of points, you get a certain
amount in scholarships.”
If a student lacks in one area, but
excels in another, he or she now has
an opportunity to balance out to
qualify for scholarships. Scholarship
amounts have also increased for the
first time in 5 years.
“We felt like every time our tuition
went up, the buying power of that
scholarship went down a bit,” Nace

Haak gives back continued from page 1

Contributions for the Back to the Haak sale may be made in boxes in their residence halls
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various committees and civic groups.
“One passion that has come
from my service is the commitment to really love Upland, and
to give myself to helping it prosper for as long as God leaves our
family here,” Sells said. “It seems
that one easy—but very critical—
way to help the communities that
God places all of us in is to help
the local public school. So, Lift is
a way for those of us in this community to partner together to help
our school and its children.”
Since its beginning, Lift has seen
significant success. Almost all of the
students’ reading scores have remained the same or improved. Along
with academic improvements, the
students have made incredible gains
in their self confidence and self-esteem at school and at home, according to McLeester.

Friday

Saturday

In The Loop
Sunday Monday
Tuesday

7:30 p.m.
Helms and Janiszewski
Recital

10 a.m.
“Sweet” Biking Trip

7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Gospel Choir Concert

10 a.m.
Honors Chapel

7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

RECITAL HALL

WANDERING WHEELS

REDIGER CHAPEL

REDIGER CHAPEL

RECITAL HALL

Adoration & String
Quartet Concert

said. “So it was time to make an adjustment there.”
Academic scholarships previously
ranged from $3,000 to $10,000. Scholarships for this year’s applicants range
from $5,000 to $14,000.
In addition, the Admissions Office
has streamlined online communication and targeted information to specific students.
“We’re using a process that allows us to deliver content to a
student based on what we know
about them rather than just mass
marketing,” Baker said. “We’re able
to use more business-oriented approaches based on who they are,
what they enjoy and what they
want from their college experience.
We’re really targeting our recruitment efforts on those who have expressed interest.”
Having many veterans on staff
also had a significant benefit for
increasing knowledge and experience in student relations. Newer admissions staff members rely
on the ability of long-time admissions members to communicate Taylor’s mission and values
to inform interested high school
students.
All of these efforts have contributed to the significance of the increase, but according to Nace,
numbers have been on their way
up for some time.
“The number of applications,
the number of people who accepted and the number of people who
were putting down matriculation
deposits was up even before we
announced our new financial aid
grid in October,” Nace said. “It
does seem as though God is up
to something here. He’s put together a fantastic incoming class
and it’ll be interesting to see what
he does.”

To help foster growth and create
awareness for Lift, The Village Tree
is partnering with the student body to
participate in a yard sale. The biggest
impact students can make on this effort comes through donations.
“We need students to be proactive and start sorting through their
stuff to see what they don’t want to
take home, or simply don’t want anymore,” McLeester said. “Then they
need to take all of that stuff and put
in the marked boxes in their hall before May 16.”
Students can also contribute by
donating baked goods for the sale.
The hope is to create a bridge between the two communities and to
give students an opportunity to invest in Upland.
The sale takes place on May 16 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. All proceeds will go to
Lift, and any remaining items will be
donated to the Helping Hand.

Wednesday Thursday
5:45 a.m. - 1:45 p.m.
Lap Swimming

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Picnic in the Courtyard
THIRD STREET
EICHLING AQUATICS WING COURTYARD, MARION
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Though Ethiopian grievances are
currently manageable, the Israeli
government’s handling of the influx
of East African asylum seekers is far
more troublesome.
Boiling point
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UNDER THE RADAR

Boiling Point
Israel must address its
troublesome immigration
policy and the grievances
of Ethiopian Jews

Compiled by Joe Friedrichsen

Joe Friedrichsen
Photograph provided by Cynthia Rodriguez

San Antonio police investigate how
bag of cocaine ended up inside granola bar package (Associated Press)

Photograph provided by Stephanie Ballesteros/ Wavy.com

Alleged Bank Robber Dominyk
Antonio Alfonseca Denies Crime
Because He Asked ‘Politely’
(NBC News)

Photograph provided by Gulf Live.com

Florida Woman Fakes Bomb Threat
In Hopes Of Getting A Ride: Police
(Huffington Post)

Photograph provided by Kiplinger.com

Wallet stolen in 1982 found in NYC
tree; $20 gone (Associated Press)

Photograph provided by Flickr user Donnie Ray Jones

Twins Have Different Fathers, Judge
Finds in Paternity Case (Associated Press)

World & National Editor

The melting pot metaphor is often
attributed to the U.S. to describe our
country’s ability to fuse different nationalities, cultures and ethnicities
into a larger culture. But if the U.S. is
a melting pot, then Israel is a boiler
where deeply rooted tensions within
society are being heated to the boiling point.
Since Israel covertly airlifted thousands of Ethiopian Jews to help them
escape their country in the 1980s and
1990s, there have been unsuccessful
attempts by the Israeli government
to absorb these people into society. This issue serves as a backdrop
for the recent outbreak of violence
and protests by the Jewish Ethiopian community.
Today, Ethiopian-Israelis typically have lower incomes than other
Israeli Jews, according to The Ethiopian National Project. They also
have fewer opportunities for higher
education and are more frequently
incarcerated.
The black Jewish minority group
also struggles with a lack of opportunity in Israel as well as endemic poverty,
the Associated Press reported. These
Jews complain about racism and routine Israeli police harassment.
Simmering frustrations came to
a head two weeks ago when a video emerged of two Israeli policeman
beating a uniformed Ethiopian-born
Israeli Defense Force (IDF) soldier. In
response to the video, Jewish Ethiopians living throughout Israel began
protesting against Israeli racism and
police brutality.
The New York Daily News reported
that in Tel Aviv on Sunday, peaceful
protests turned into riots.
Some in the Israeli-Ethiopian
community draw parallels to the
footage they’ve seen of protests by African-Americans concerning police

maltreatment in Baltimore and other
American cities, NPR reported.
But according to the New York Daily News, activists in Israel who have
seen the Baltimore riots said they don’t
want violence in Tel Aviv and other Israeli cities to escalate to similar levels.
Reacting to the outcry, Israel’s
prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, met with Ethiopian community leaders and reached out to the
man attacked by police, according
to the Associated Press. Netanyahu
and other government leaders also
vowed to respond to the community’s grievances.
The government’s positive response
is good news for the Ethiopian community. Though it’s likely protests will
become more frequent in the shortterm, the government can avert future
violent protests by continuing to show
its resolve in confronting racism and
police brutality directed toward the Israeli-Ethiopian community.
Though Ethiopian grievances are
currently manageable, the Israeli
government’s handling of the influx
of East African asylum seekers is far
more troublesome. Israel, a country
built on migrants itself, doesn’t want

to admit the primarily Eritrean, Sudanese and South Sudanese migrant
workers and refugees, reported Time
magazine.
The refusal to permit the mostly
Christian and Muslim migrants entry
is due in part because the allowance
would endanger Israel’s identity as a
Jewish democratic state, The Washington Post reported. To maintain that
identity, Israel would have to retain a
Jewish majority population.
Further, the growing African homeless population in Tel Aviv and other
major Israeli cities is causing societal
problems. In 2013, a series of crimes,
including a series of alleged rapes,
were blamed on members from this
African community. These acts created public resentment that sparked
rallies and isolated attacks against the
“foreigners” by Israelis.
For the 50,000-some migrants and
refugees who have arrived and are already living in the country, Israel can
act according to the 1951 Refugee Convention and either designate asylum
seekers as refugees or deport them to
their countries of origin.
But there’s a problem. If deported, Sudanese migrants would likely face 10-year prison sentences for
entering Israel, according to Human
Rights Watch.
For Eritreans, the threat of retaliation by their government is so
great that countries grant Eritrean
claims of asylum about 90 percent
of the time.
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Though Israel says it won’t forcibly
deport migrant workers and refugees,
the government hopes to compel them
to voluntarily leave by making living
conditions uncomfortable for them.
What’s Israel’s solution to its refugee
problem? The answer is twofold. First,
according to The Guardian, Israel constructed a “surveillance fence” along
its border with Egypt to block illegal
immigrants crossing over from the Sinai Desert into the country.
Second, Israel is sending thousands
of East Africans to camps in the Sinai Desert where they’re detained at
night, The Washington Post reported.
Migrants must also report for roll call
three times a day.
Asylum seekers have responded by
staging protests in the hope of drawing
international attention to their plight.
So what will happen next? Are the
frustrations of the East African communities reaching a boiling point? Will
Israel see frequent nationwide protests
like the U.S.?
Because of Israel’s hardline immigration stance and the desperate,
frustrating predicament migrants
find themselves in, the possibility for
protests to grow in frequency and violence is high.
Already experiencing the consequences for its neglect of the Jewish
Ethiopian community, Israel will have
to find a way to address the complexities of its immigration problem or
risk those frustrations boiling to an
unmanageable point.

Frustrated Sudanese and Eritrean refugees protest Israel’s immigration policy.

Photograph by AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov
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THE WORLD
UK Prime Minister David Cameron
and his conservative party are
expected to win the country’s general
election Thursday, according to an
exit poll. Though UK election exit
polls have been reliable in the past,
the large number of competing
political parties raises the potential
Photograph provided by The Independent for error. Final results will be
announced Friday. (UK Reuters)

The Senate approved a bill 98 to 1
Thursday that would give Congress
power to review any nuclear deal with
Iran. An equivalent bill in the House
is expected to pass as early as next
week. (Los Angeles Times)
Photograph provided by TATYANA ZENKOVICH/EPA

Photograph provided by Irish Times

Photograph provided by Wikimedia Commons user Steve Cadman

The U.S. and Japan missed a U.N. deadline
on Thursday to convert their pledges
of climate aid into signed agreements.
That money would be used for a new UN
climate fund. The Green Climate Fund
(GCF) intends to assist developing nations
in cutting their greenhouse gas emissions
while also helping them adapt to climate
changes such as floods, desertification and
rising ocean levels. (Reuters)

A federal appeals court ruled NSA’s phone spying
program, which collects millions of Americans’
phone records, illegal on Thursday. Specifically,
the court said the Patriot Act doesn’t authorize
the NSA to collect Americans’ calling records
in bulk. Because Thursday’s decision voids a
December 2013 U.S. district judge ruling that
found the NSA program lawful, the federal
appeals court will send the case back to that
judge for further review. Further, the ruling will
pressure Congress to quickly decide whether to
end or replace the controversial NSA surveillance
program. (Reuters)

Photo provided by Eurasia Net

One of the world’s oldest Jewish
communities in Uzbekistan faces
“extinction” amid a mass exodus to
Israel and the United States. Less
than 500 Bukhara Jews currently
live in the country whose total
population is 31 million. Some 150
Jews live in the city of Bukhara,
where the community sees more
deaths and funerals than births and
weddings. (Al Jazeera)
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Looking back:
a

YEAR

TSO

HABECKER’S HOLIPALOOZA
Following another successful and eardrum-destroying Silent Night game,
Inter-Class Council (ICC) hosted this traditional Christmas event in the
Hodson Dining Commons. Students dressed in a wide range of bizarre costumes grabbed holiday snacks and gathered to hear the Habeckers read the
Christmas story. Afterwards, students participated in Christmas karaoke,
much to the excitement of some and the chagrin of others.

of
Remembering your favorite Taylor events and traditions
Austin Lindner & Paige Williams
Life & Times Staff

All year, the Taylor Student Organization (TSO) has worked tirelessly to bring
creative and impactful events to campus. Here are just a few of the highlights
from the 2014–15 school year.

AIRBAND
In September, ICC’s Airband event brought well-rehearsed choreography, extravagant sets and thumping dance beats once again to the stage
of Rediger Auditorium. This intense event combines creativity, dancing
and, of course, lip syncing into a competition for the for the best routine.
The crowd favorites of this year’s Airband were First West Wengatz’s dance
through the stages of life, Gerig and Swallow’s rendition of “You Can’t Stop
the Beat” from the musical “Hairspray” and Penthouse and Olson’s “Alice
in Wonderland” act.

Photograph provided by TSO

Rachel Yoder and Hannah Williams recover from Silent Night at the
Dining Commons with hot chocolate and photo booths.

NOSTALGIA NIGHT
This annual music event was another big hit on campus, featuring students’ performances of classic songs from music history. Some crowd favorites included a duet version of “Hallelujah” by Leonard Cohen and “Carry
On My Wayward Son” by Kansas. The SAC event was inspired by 1920s style
and included a photo booth decked in black and golden balloons.

Photograph provided by TSO

Gerig and Swallow residents show off their dance moves in Airband.

WONKA WONDERLAND
On Halloween, TSO’s Dances and Special Events Committee brought Willy Wonka’s chocolate factory to Euler Atrium. Students purchased golden
tickets for the chance to attend this magical costume party, featuring dancing, a candy bar and contests. Willy Wonka even made an appearance to
commemorate the event.

Photograph provided by TSO

Kevin Boyers plays in Nostalgia Night, a look back on the greatest hits, talent show style.
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Photograph provided by TSO

This year’s Wonka dance was a candy-filled costume party.

Students rave strong at the Wonka dance.

Matthew White, Sam Moore, Davis Meadors, Matt Long
and Mitchell Mays are retro stylish, ultra chic.

Photograph provided by TSO

TAYLATHON
Despite a disappointing rain delay, Taylor bikers took to the course on a
Tuesday in this traditional cross-campus bike race, hosted by ICC. After waking up before sunrise for weeks to practice, the teams fought hard around
tight turns and difficult terrain. This year the junior women and senior men
took home the glorious victory.

SAVANNA SWEETING

Photograph provided by TSO

MYGEN
Student Activities Council (SAC) kicked off November with the MyGen
music event. Students took to the stage in this Dr. Seuss-themed show, performing hits released during the last two decades, including “Sadie Hawkins
Dance” by Relient K and “Battle Cry” by Imagine Dragons. Several members
of the Rice Pilaf improv comedy group brought laughter to an evening of
screaming guitar solos and belting vocals.

Photograph provided by TSO

Alex Schmucker brings home a senior victory at Taylathon.

MOSAIC NIGHT
In April, Multi-Ethnic Student Association (MESA) hosted the annual Mosaic Night, an event celebrating the art and music of different cultures represented on campus. This year’s show, titled Pangea, featured performances
from the Taylor Gospel Choir, Latino Student Union and many more. A Global Market took place in the Union preceding the show, allowing students to
try different foods from around the world.

For your countless hours of hard work, for your
tireless efforts, for your determination to bring
positive change to the community, we thank you, TSO,
Photograph provided by TSO

Sam Davies and Jordyn Croasdell showcase their talent with songs from our generation.
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During the winter, students could rent crosscountry skis at the student union.
Taylor before time
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The Weekly Nugget
Chew on this...
Will Severns
Columnist

My four years are coming to a close.
Depending on how my finals go, I may
be sticking around for another year or
two—but, for the moment, let’s pretend I am not.
I have been saving this Nugget for
a long time. If anyone were to ask me
what my greatest take away/what I
will miss most about Taylor, I would
probably say what I am about to tell

you. It’s really nothing monumental.
And by that I really mean I hope you
are sitting down for this. . . .
Your second-to-last Weekly Nugget:
Go to breakfast.
You may find this laughable, but I
truly believe breakfast at the DC is a
best-kept secret. I know people do go,
but making this meal a priority is the
perfect way to start your day.
For the longest time, I tried to set
aside time in the day to get in God’s
Word. I would try after lunch or maybe at night before bed, but it would
never happen. By those times, so

Taylor before time
Taylor Alumni recount their
favorite TU memories from
before we were in the loop
Gracie Fairfax
Staff Writer

Ever wonder what Taylor was like
when you were just a little tyke? These
Taylor grads share their fondest memories of their time before we invaded
campus.

Skiing Across the Tundra
Craig Robinson (’84) (Penthouse, Old
Sammy—connected to the Union)
Back before the music building existed, there was a giant plain between the
Union and the DC. During the winter,
students could rent cross-country skis
at the student union. One very snowy
J-term, Robinson decided he would to
attempt to ski, because he’d been downhill skiing before.
He began skiing towards the lake,
distantly surrounded by other hopeful lone skiers. But because the plain
was so flat, most of the students got
tired out took off their skis and began
to carry them.
“I think I ended up taking my skis
off when I almost got to the lake—you
didn’t have any kind of downhill, so everything was flat.”
Robinson is reluctant to report he

hasn’t cross-country skied since.

One-Way Bus Ticket Home
Don Emery (Broho, Old Sammy) (’80)
Just before Thanksgiving break
of Emery’s freshman year (’76), an
ice/food fight broke out in the DC
between the men of Sammy and
Wengatz.
“Even then, the Morris men would
go down the DC stairs on the right and
Wengatz Weenies would go down the
stairs on the left,” Emery said.
Sammy and Wengatz shared the middle of the DC’s main floor, but everyone
knew which tables belonged to Sammy
and which belonged to Wengatz. Emery
was sitting at a table with other freshmen who played football that year. The
football players had been on campus
since mid-August and were ready to
head home for break.
Gator, one of the freshman football
players, threw some ice over to the
Wengatz side. A hailstorm of ice was
returned from Wengatz, and tables
turned on their sides became makeshift shields. Ice spewed everywhere,
and soon after, food began flying. Emery believes it may have lasted only a
minute, but it felt like forever.
A DC worker named Jerry called the
Dean of Students, Thomas Beers, to tell
him a riot had broken out in the DC.
Beers showed up just as the riot ended.
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much had already gone on that my
mind was racing in more directions
than Zayn.
I decided I was going to start making time.
“And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place,
and there he prayed.” Mark 1:35
The first time I read this verse, I was
struck with a reality: If Jesus, the Son
of God, needed to wake up early to
spend time preparing and praying for
his day, what does that mean for me?
“But I’m not a morning person!”
you might say. And that is all right;
your sleep cycles are probably geared
towards staying up late and sleeping
in. But the day will likely come for all

of us when we need to use our mornings productively.
I started by waking up five minutes
earlier, then ten, then twenty and so
on. Now it is a staple of my daily routine. Every day (give or take a few) for
the past three years, Diane has greeted me with a smile, swiped my card
and wished me a good day as I walked
down to a hot breakfast.
You may need to start going to bed
a little earlier or setting your alarm
where you will have to get out of bed
to turn it off, but I promise it will be
worth it.
I know, realistically, this word of
advice will not move everyone, nor
would I want that. The whole campus
at breakfast would be overwhelming

and take away from the pockets of
solitude the DC provides. My hope for
this article is that it would click with
one person. Then it would be worth it.
When I was growing up, my dad
told my siblings and me, “If you don’t
fill up your coffee cup in the morning,
the world is going to pee in it the rest
of the day.”
That never made sense to me until the start of my sophomore year
here at Taylor. And I do not only fill
up my cup in the morning so I can
pour out to others, but also so I can
converse with the Lord throughout
the day.

Students erupted—cheering, laughing
and clapping, and then the cleanup ensued.
“I’m sure that today that would
not be tolerated, but no one was
disciplined and no one was really hurt. But we all received a note
in our mailbox that said if it happened again, we would be given
a one-way bus ticket home,” Emery said.

Adventures in Middle Earth
Kathy (St. Cyr) Hughes (Second West
Olson) (’09)
Kathy was heavily involved in the
Theatre Department. During one of its
final dress rehearsals for “The Hobbit,”
the department used a fog machine to
set the magical atmosphere of Middle Earth. The fog machine generated too much magic and triggered the
fire alarm in the middle of the show.

The entire cast and crew had to evacuate the building immediately, without
changing out of their costumes.
“So, for about half an hour, there
were 12 dwarves, a hobbit, Gollum
and several other creatures casually
wandering around outside of Rupp
(in the snow)!” Hughes said. “We received more than a few strange looks
from people passing by, but it sure
was memorable.”

Will Severns is a senior and thinks
today is going to be a really great day.

Photograph provided by Judy Kirkwood

One fire alarm sent these monsters wandering out in the snow around campus.

Bi-Weekly bachelor and bachelorette #TaylorU’s
Lindsey
Low

Garrett
Shanks

“I don’t always
carry a staff, but
when I do, it’s
because the boys
be flockin.’”
Photograph provided by Lindsey Low

“Terrible at
Spanish, but
smooth with girls.”

TOP
TWEETS
Michael Snyder @
 michaelsnyder95
Not sure if I’m still at Taylor
or Miami... #somanytanktops
#tayloru

Photograph provided by Garrett Shanks

Echograms #TaylorU

Lauren Anderson @
 myfairlandy
I survived 4 years at Taylor
without purchasing an Eno, any
products from Patagonia, a pair
of Chacos, or a Netﬂix account.
#Tayloru
Lauren Bergman @
 lnbergman
A stormtrooper just visited the
DC & gave us root beer ﬂoats.
#MayThe4thBeWithYou #tayloru
#blessed
Breanna Bartlett @
 DreamForever0
“I hope your laptop runs out of
power and dies”. The worst
insult to say to a college student
#TaylorU
Chelsea Carver @chelsea_carver
When I see the prof (whose class
I skipped earlier that day) in the
hallway: “it was nice out so I
just spent some time outside”
#tayloru
Faith @
 faith_sea
“I balanced a cup on my head
for a really long time a couple
days ago and it was really fun.”
#yearendentertainment #dcliving
#tayloru

@whatthesamhill13: #Broho pick-a-date at
the #IndyIndians game!!! #TaylorU

@ashnisley: Started running out of people to go to Starbucks with me so I rounded up this crew #tennisteam #sevendroveusseven #starbuckshappyhour #tayoloru

Brecken Mumford @
 breckydoo
Slipped and fell in the rain today;
it’s okay, just a day in the life.
#breckenprobs #tayloru

A&E

“We have played so much music together over
our Taylor music careers that it made sense
to give our last performance together.”
Two Js make a double recital

TheEchoNews.com
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Small screen superheroes
dominate television
David Seaman
A&E Editor

According to the Chinese Zodiac, this
is the Year of the Goat. But if you went
to a movie theater recently or turned
on the TV, you can see that it’s really the
Year of the Superhero.
While superhero films have dominated cinemas for the last 15 years,
only recently have they begun to dominate live-action television. As a comic
book fan, I’ve eagerly devoured all the
shows willing to cash in on the superhero craze. That doesn’t mean all of the
shows are equally appealing, however. Here is a graded look at current superhero shows as they come to a close.

With “Marvel’s Daredevil,” Netflix created one of the finest superhero shows
ever and once again proved to be the
best thing for television. The 13-episode first season dropped April 10 on
Netflix, with season two on its way
sometime next year. This comic book
drama has everything: excellent acting,
smart scripts with realistic dialogue,
high production values and more.
Charlie Cox plays Matt Murdock, a
lawyer who was blinded by radioactive waste as a child but gifted with
heightened senses as a result. Murdock
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Superhero films such as “Marvel’s Daredevil” and DC’s “Gotham” have reccently began to dominate the small screen.

works within the legal system to help
those in need, but he also secretly
prowls the streets as a black-clad bandana-wearing vigilante to deal justice
when the law fails. He’s no Captain
America, however; this hero gets beat
on as many times as he beats others
up. The fight scenes are phenomenal; a
3-minute long one-take hallway brawl
in episode two is incredibly well-choreographed and believable. I also appreciated its complex take on morality
and Catholic justice. Leave it to a superhero show on the Internet to deal
with Christianity in a refreshingly frank
light.
It’s not perfect; there are cases of unnecessary violence, occasional hiccups
in acting and writing and a slightly rushed finale. But those are minor
quibbles. As a whole, “Daredevil” is an
edgy and welcome breath of gritty air
for the typically light-hearted Marvel
Cinematic Universe.

What makes “Marvel’s Agents of
S.H.I.E.L.D.” on ABC stand out is its connectivity to the Marvel Cinematic Universe. After “Captain America: Winter
Soldier,” the show immediately incorporated the major plot elements of that
film into “Agents,” pushing the show
into compelling spy vs. spy territory.
The second season has continued that
trend while adding in more characters
and even fictional races to Marvel’s

huge movie/television landscape.
Like “Daredevil,” “Agents” has solid
writing, an entertaining cast and innovative fight scenes. I care about most
of the characters, which, given the
large cast, is very hard to do. Each one
has his or her own unique personality
and backstory, fleshing them out beyond the comic book page. With “Age
of Ultron” now in theatres, the show
has taken the opportunity to incorporate the outcome of that film into
their series.

Fox’s “Gotham” isn’t necessarily a bad
show. It’s just not necessarily a great
one. This prequel series follows a
young James Gordon as he deals with
rising gang wars and an ultra-corrupt
police force. As the bad guys become
stranger and stranger, he must also
deal with the deaths of Thomas and
Martha Wayne, whose demise will create massive ramifications for certain
characters.
Some actors, such as Donal Logue as
slob-cop Harvey Bullock and Robin
Lord Taylor as twitchy but cunning
gangster Oswald Cobblepot, steal the
show. While Ben McKenzie (“The O.C.”)
is a good actor in other projects, he
doesn’t give Gordon any real personality to work with. He’s all forced grins
and grumbles, which isn’t that interesting to watch. Bright spots include
David Mazouz as young Bruce Wayne,

along with his trusty military-trained
butler Alfred (played by Sean Pertwee).
The show ended its season on a high
note, and I’m excited to see what the
next season holds. But the fact remains
that while “Gotham” is a handsomely crafted show, most of the time it
comes off as boring. Batman should
never be boring.

“The Flash” is one of the best shows
on The CW, incorporating action, romance and nifty superspeed effects
into a recipe for success. It’s much
more lighthearted and deliberately comic book-y than “Arrow,” which
creates some nice contrast when the
shows occasionally cross over. “Flash”
fully embraces the absurdity of some of
the villains (such as the telepathic gorilla) while taking itself just seriously
enough to make us care.
Grant Gustin plays Barry Allen, a police detective imbued with superhuman speed after a particle accelerator
in fictional Central City explodes. Barry uses his speed to fight crime while
also continuing to unravel his mother’s
mysterious death. A colorful supporting cast helps him on his quest, and the
show is blessed with above-average actors to flesh out each character. Most
importantly, the show is fun, and it’s
a lot easier to swallow and enjoy than
“Arrow.” I’m looking forward to the action-packed finale.
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The first season of The CW’s “Arrow
had some of the best fight scenes on
network television. It was dark, interesting and chock-full of comic book
references. The second season continued this pattern for the most part,
adding new characters and plot complications to billionaire crime fighter
Oliver Queen’s life. It had a clear story
arc and a compelling villain, just like
the last season.
Then something happened. Maybe it
was the head writer leaving for “The
Flash.” Maybe it was the shoehorning
in of too many characters. Whatever the reason, “Arrow” just isn’t that
good anymore. The fights are sloppier,
the writing blander and the storylines
run in circles. A character named Felicity, once a bubbling, fun contrast to
Queen’s darkness, is a whining shell
of who she used to be. And main lead
Stephen Amell isn’t a good actor. He
stares blankly into space most of the
time and delivers his lines as if constantly annoyed.
Recent developments have made the
show more tolerable, but it needs to
pick up fast. It still has the geeky references going for it, which makes the
DC Comics fan in me happy. But that’s
not cutting it. “Arrow” needs to hit a
bullseye fast, because right now it’s
way off target.

The Night Lights
search for stars

Quartet holds auditions
for future members
Sarah Davis
Contributor

Photograph by Kristie Calamos

Jeff Janiszewski and Joe Helms have been performing together since freshman year.

Two Js make a double recital
Music seniors team
up for final show
Austin Lindner
Staff Writer

For a music major, a solo senior recital is the ultimate performance. The
last chance to perform for friends
and faculty as a Taylor student. The
final leg in a demanding four-year
journey.
In a twist, this Friday’s recital will
feature the hard work and dedication
of two different music seniors in a
joint program showcasing a variety
of musical styles and pieces.
Music marketing major Jeff Janiszewski and music education major Joel
Helms have been performing together since freshman year as members
of Symphony Orchestra and various
other ensembles.
“We have played so much music
together over our Taylor music careers that it made sense to give our
last performance together,” Janiszewski said.

Friday’s program will be a combination of each musician’s best work,
featuring five solo pieces from Helms
on the trombone and four solo pieces
from Janiszewski on the double bass,
all accompanied by pianist Sheila
Todd. The musical styles range from
the dawn of modern tonal music to
present-day genres, including Baroque, classical, Romantic and 20th
century works. The show will conclude with a small jazz collaboration
between Janiszewski and Helms, featuring senior Josh Kiers on the piano and senior Christopher Shelor on
the drums.
Although it is a senior recital, both
Janiszewski and Helms have been
practicing some of their pieces since
freshman year.
“Preparation for the senior recital
essentially begins on day one of your
career as a music major,” Janiszewski
said. “The pieces we play are selected
from all our prior years.”
Looking back on his time at Taylor,
Janiszewski is grateful for his rewarding experience at Taylor and for the

professors of the Music Department
who have mentored him.
“They pushed me to become a better musician than I ever would have
been on my own,” Janiszewski said.
“All of them have done an excellent
job of pouring into me and making me feel valued over these past
four years.”
As the days fly by and graduation
draws closer and closer, both seniors
are excited to bring a unique senior
recital to campus. Solo trombone and
bass literature are not as commonly
heard as other instruments, like violin or cello, and the two seniors are
eager to showcase different music.
“The recital will be the culmination
of our respective musical educations,
a representation of our individual
work being joined together in a partnership,” Janiszewski said. “That’s
one of the best things about music—
it’s something we get to share.”
The senior recital will take place in
the Recital Hall today at 7:30 p.m. with
free admission to the public.

Members of Taylor’s beloved quartet may be going their separate
ways, but The Night Lights are not
going out. The group is well-known
around campus and the community for its Southern gospel sound,
barbershop tunes and entertaining “Marylou” serenades.
But at Epworth United Methodist Church on April 26, The Night
Lights performed its final gig with
the original four members. The
foursome’s differing schedules now
has the quartet in need of two tenors and a baritone for next year.
“The purpose of The Night Lights
is to bless others through a genre
of music we don’t hear very much
anymore,” said junior and leader
of the quartet Taylor Eaton. “We
are looking for people who share
the same desire and are excited about this fun and challenging experience.”
“I’m not looking for an amazing singer. I’m just looking for
someone who is excited and willing to learn music,” Eaton said.
“We can teach music, but we can’t
teach motivation.”
When the group first started at
the beginning of last year, it performed at Taylor events to gain
experience and sent out countless emails for recognition. Now
churches email them.

The Night Lights sing nearly every Sunday at local and out-of-state
churches, as well as performing
events on Taylor’s campus and
with Chorale. Church events typically pay about $100–200 total, either by offerings or hourly pay.

“The purpose of The

Night Lights is to bless
others through a genre
of music we don’t hear
very much anymore.”
Eaton hopes to make The Night
Lights a Taylor tradition that is
passed down, continuing after
he graduates.
“I would love for The Night
Lights to be a Taylor thing, not just
something that ends with us,” Eaton said. “We want those who enter the group to want to keep the
group going.”
Sophomore quartet member
John Houlihan speaks from past
experience about auditioning and
the group dynamic.
“Just have fun,” Houlihan said.
“Part of the joy of being in the
group is the atmosphere and bond
you form with the other guys. I
would definitely encourage anyone interested to try out.”
All Taylor men can schedule an
audition by contacting Taylor Eaton
at taylor_eaton@taylor.edu.

OPINIONS

What staggers me about these cases are the
factors that contributed to the defendants’
exoneration. . . . defendants confessed to
crimes they did not commit in more than 20
percent of cases.
Death penalty overkill
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All you need is commitment
From long distance
to the long haul
Nichole Parks
Opinions Editor

Before Dad was Dad, he had a date.
In Chicago. With Mom. They’d hardly met beforehand. Mom didn’t even
know if she’d recognize him when he
got off the plane in O’Hare. But they
had a terrific weekend despite country boy and city girl differences.
One date. That’s all it took.
When Dad came home to Blue
Springs, Missouri, he told his roommate,
Jason, “I’m gonna marry this girl.”
Yeah, right. Jason tried to talk Dad out
of it, to reason with him. Dad had known
this girl for what? A month?

My parents met briefly the Friday of
Labor Day weekend 1992. There was a little flirting, but nothing really happened
until Mom left. She phoned her cousin
Sarah, Dad’s co-worker.
Dad overheard. He said, “Tell your
cousin if she comes back to Kansas City,
I’ll take her on a date.”
Jokingly, Mom replied, “You tell him.
If he comes to Chicago, I’ll take him out
on one.”
Famous last words.
Cousin Sarah bought him a plane ticket. After a month of no contact whatsoever, Dad jetted to Chicago for their
first date. After that, they wrote letters.
They talked talked talked on the phone.
Dad actually fell asleep once. They took
turns flying out to see each other, and by
Thanksgiving, Dad had put a ring on it.

Then Mom planned this great big
wedding for the next December, but they
simply couldn’t wait to be married. So,
they went to a courthouse in May and
tied the knot.
Now, Jason met a gal by the name
of Heidi a few years later. The couple
took their relationship slow and steady,
and eventually got married. A few kids
and an affair later, Jason signed divorce papers.
Today, May 8, Michael and Michele
Parks celebrate 22 years of marriage.
Dear person reading, my parents’
love story may seem crazy. Probably
because it is. I mean, my Uncle George
almost hogtied Mom to keep her from
picking up my father, or as Uncle George
saw him: the potential serial killer. And
if you’re my brother, Gabe, you might

have even said, “No offense, Mom. But
that was really stupid.”
Maybe so.
Maybe not. These days I hear a lot
about love. I like a lot of Facebook engagement announcements. I admire a
lot of rings. I scan a lot of wedding Pinterest boards. Whatever. ’Tis the season
here at Taylor.
Once upon a time, my parents had
their second wedding, the biggie, in December. The pictures look perfect. Except, the way Dad tells it, if the stressful
December wedding had come first,
there wouldn’t have been a wedding.
The thing is, culture conditions us
to find true love and orchestrate a day
to remember. Which is great. But in focusing on the day, sometimes it’s easy to
overlook the life ahead. If you ask me, I’d
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rather have true loyalty and a marriage
to go down in the books.
Maybe that’s just me.
You know, Dad never asked Grandpa
McCoy for Mom’s hand in marriage. He
didn’t get down on one knee to propose.
Heck, he didn’t have a ring when he proposed. In fact, Dad didn’t even propose.
He just told Mom she was the woman
he was going to marry, and he said that
before he said he loved her.
When Granny and Pa were in high
school, Pa pulled the car over and asked
her to marry him after college. She said
yes. And that was that. Nothing fancy.
As you can see, romance is not exactly a strong trait in the Parks DNA. Then
again, as my parents celebrate their
22nd anniversary and Granny and Pa are
coming up on their 50th, well, it makes a
girl feel warm and fuzzy inside.
I guess what I’m trying to say is the
“L” word that matters most is loyalty.
Anything else is just icing on the wedding cake.

Zachary mentioned that food safety
regulations prohibit the DC from doing
anything different. So if the food is going to be tossed anyway, does it make
any difference if students leave some on
their plates?
“Pragmatically that’s true,” Zachary
said, “but it teaches bad habits, and it’s
still wasteful.”
I tend to agree with Zachary. Although it seems to make little difference whether we actually scrape our
plates clean, it’s waste. We have so
much food that we think nothing of.
Sometimes tossing perfectly good stuff
is inescapable. But in many countries,
including this one, people raid trash
cans for scraps smaller than those we
toss.
It’s impractical to try shipping
Photograph by Shannon Smagala
our
own
scraps to needy people, but
Don’t let your eyes be bigger than your stomach.
maybe if we didn’t bite off more than
There’s some truth to this, isn’t there? some of this includes crumbs, but we could chew, the DC wouldn’t orWhen I deposit my plate on the con- it’s often more than that.
der so much food and wouldn’t have
veyor belt in the DC, I’m often bothered
Eighty percent. I confess, I’ve been so much left over. If we’re careful now,
by the number of dishes that still have guilty of leaving food on my own plate. stewardship may transfer into good difood on them. But, in the end, does it Sometimes you just don’t have time if etary and shopping habits when we’re
even matter?
you’re going to make it to your 12 o’clock. independent.
Junior Zachary Hensel is a former But should I have remembered that and
What are some possible solutions?
DC worker. I asked him questions taken less? Would it make any difference? You could try finishing your pasta
about what percentage of plates still
I followed up my question to Zachary before you go for that slice of cherhave food on them when they come with another: what happens to the ex- ry pie. Use a smaller bowl, which will
through. “On average,” Zach said, “I cess food?
help you take less, eat less and have a
would say 80 percent . . . I know that’s
“It gets tossed,” Zachary said. “Even healthier diet. And, whatever you do,
a high number, but I’m always sur- some of the food they serve but doesn’t remember that not everybody has acprised when I go over there and I see get eaten. At night, they have a giant pile cess to the resources you do. Because
so much food.” According to Zach, of food that all goes down the disposal.” in the end, it’s all about mindset.
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DC stewardship:
it’s a mindset
Luke Wildman
Contributor

“Luke, eat your supper. There are
starving children in America.” Back
when I was growing up overseas,
my dad used to say this in place
of the typical “starving children in
Africa” cliché.
Of course, any snarky kid worth his
salt knows to reply, “Then let them
have it!”

Death penalty overkill

Death penalty has no place
in flawed justice system
David Adams
Co-Editor in Chief

The FBI dropped a bombshell on April 20,
the echoes of which are still resounding
across the American justice system.
On that day, the FBI revealed that
26 of its forensic examiners made
erroneous statements in more than
250 criminal trials over the last three
decades years. Those cases represent 96 percent of the cases the
agency analyzed in which defendants were convicted. The faulty testimony in the cases was based on a
type of microscopic hair analysis
deemed unreliable.
Defendants in 33 of those faulty-evidence cases were sentenced to death.
Nine of those defendants have since
been executed, and five died of other
causes while on death row.
More than 2,500 cases remain for
the FBI and its partners—the U.S. Department of Justice, the Innocence
Project and the National Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers—to analyze. Many more faulty-evidence cases will likely be revealed.
I wrote against the death penalty in
America in November, arguing against
its continued practice on moral, ethical and financial grounds. But hearing about these cases was the nail
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in the coffin for the death sentence,
in my mind. My view comes down
to one question: Should we trust a
flawed judicial system to mete out ultimate punishment?
In light of the deep cracks in that
system: No, we should not.
It should be noted that the faulty
evidence the FBI gave in these cases
may not have been the sole evidence
on which the defendants were convicted—some of them may still have
been convicted even without that
evidence. But the FBI’s cases are just
the start.
The National Registry of Exonerations at the University of Michigan,
which tracks cases in which defendants were cleared of crimes after
they were convicted, contains record
of 114 people who were sentenced to

death and later exonerated. The cases date back to 1967.
In 2015 alone, Anthony Hinton of Alabama, Willie Manning of Mississippi and Debra Milke of Arizona were
exonerated of murder convictions.
Each of them spent at least 19 years
on death row before being cleared.
What staggers me about these cases
are the factors that contributed to the
defendants’ exoneration. In 60 percent
of the homicide cases in the registry, official misconduct led to convictions that
were eventually overturned. Similarly,
perjury or false accusations contributed to 67 percent of the questionable convictions. And the defendants confessed
to crimes they did not commit in more
than 20 percent of cases.
Yet these flaws in the courts and
trials are just one example of the

problems plaguing American justice.
Months of unrest stemming from
the deaths of Trayvon Martin in Sanford, Florida, Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri and, most recently,
Freddie Gray in Baltimore, demonstrate the problems with the enforcement of the law and the potential for
unequal treatment of minority communities by the police.
The FBI itself acknowledges the “disconnect between police agencies and
many citizens—particularly in communities of color,” as Director James
B. Comey said in a February speech
at Georgetown University. Data on police use of force, and specifically demographic information in these cases, is
often incomplete and “unreliable.”
As long as law enforcement agencies across the country struggle to
address these concerns, I can’t help
but be bothered by the idea that justice is not being fully administered
in these cases—as much as I wish
it was.
Ultimately, we depend on the justice system as a whole to ensure justice at every step—from policing and
enforcement to trial and punishment.
Failure at any point forces me to question putting my trust in the system to
sentence anyone to die.
This may seem an inadequate solution in light of the devastation criminals wreak on their victims. In the
end, I rest on the knowledge that God
will be the judge of all—and I know I
can depend on him to administer justice with mercy and grace, for there
is no fault in him.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
nicholenparks@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.
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“They did a really good job of executing when they
needed to, and we didn’t.”
Strike, they’re out

TheEchoNews.com

Smith can be seen running up and down the sideline in pivotal moments during football games, screaming and pumping up the TU crowd.

Setting the standard
Trojans’ No. 1 fan cheers
with passion of thousands

needed motivation to endure the soggy parents, alumni and studrizzly weather.
dents.
Voice hoarse and legs tired from
“I was just going ballistic,” Smith
Julia Oller
constant running, his T-shirt and said. “It was glorious.”
shorts sopping, Smith nevertheless
Smith’s exuberant showing is
News Co-Editor
prayed for a miracle to prolong the nothing new for those who attend
Flying down the football field on game and give Taylor a chance to football, men’s basketball and womwings that looked suspiciously like defeat the highest-ranked opponent en’s volleyball games. For the past
the Taylor flag, junior Jonathan Smith it’s faced in 15 years.
three years, he has been Taylor Athforced another cheer from his lungs.
He got his wish. Taylor forced a letics’ No. 1 fan, raising support and
Hundreds of fans were hunkered fumble; the game went to overtime, voice alike.
His team spirit was not birthed
down under raincoats and umbrel- and senior tight end Hans Lundberg
on Taylor turf, however, but in the
las during Taylor’s Homecoming caught the winning touchdown.
With a surge of energy, Smith Delta Middle School gym in Muncie,
football game against No. 8 ranked
Robert Morris last October, and they charged onto the field alongside Indiana. Smith, who was diagnosed
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with Asperger’s syndrome at age
four, struggled to find a place where
he belonged during his middle and
early high school years. He found
friendship when his sister’s basketball team noticed his commitment
to attending their games.
“I guess they were just thrilled
that anyone from their class was
coming, let alone a guy,” he said.
“The fact is those girls were really
great friends to me at a time when
I really needed it, so I sought to return the favor.”
He decided that he didn’t want
to limit his athletic support to middle school girls’ basketball games.
During the final football game of
his senior year, in which the Eagles faced No. 1 Mississinewa High

Strike, they’re out
Two-game sweep of MVNU
not in cards in CL tourney
Kyle Keck
Sports Writer
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Moorehead’s home run was one of the only scores for Taylor against MVNU.

The Taylor baseball team fell to
Mount Vernon Nazarene in the 2015
Crossroads League Tournament, putting an end to its season.
Going into Tuesday, Taylor (32–
20) desperately needed to defeat
MVNU (37–9) twice in order to reach
the championship game at Winterholter Field. Game One resulted in a
13–2 victory favoring the Trojans. But
with the top-seeded Cougars on the
prowl, Game Two ended in a 10–4
MVNU win.
Taylor began Game One strong as
freshman Jared Adkins slammed a
leadoff home run in the fifth inning.
Once Adkins started the party, the
rest of the Trojans joined to splurge
on runs. The sixth inning consisted of a two-out, seven-run rally for

Taylor including RBI hits from Adkins and juniors Kevin Fahy, Danny
Moorehead, Jake West and Lincoln
Reed. Taylor led 10–2 after the seventh inning and kept its foot on the
gas by scoring three more before the
game’s end.
In the second game, Taylor needed
to do what it did in the first. Heading
into the sixth inning, the Trojans were
down four. Moorehead stepped up to
the plate and blasted the pitch over
the fence to give Taylor its first run
and making the score 4–1.
“My primary goal each pitch is to see
the ball and pick up the spin,” Moorehead said. “On that at-bat, I managed
to see it well and get a good pitch to
hit. It was a slider that he hung up in
the zone.”
While Moorehead’s big swing gave
Taylor hope, it would only be one of
two extra-base hits for the Trojans.
Taylor accounted for 13 total hits, but
MVNU’s three doubles, two home runs
and one triple did the most damage.
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School, Smith’s classmates spent
the first half of the game with their
heads buried in their phones, depleting morale. Smith decided to
take action.
“I’m in the front row, and I’m
just livid,” he said. “I get up out of
my seat and say, ‘Everyone just sit
down! We are not going anywhere.
Let’s show them our Eagle pride.’”
Even though Delta lost the
game, Smith said that people still
remember the speech. And the
memory sparked his decision to
bring his one-man cheering section to Taylor.
Taylor Athletic Director Angie
Fincannon first noticed Smith sitting quietly on the end of the men’s
basketball team bench when he
was the team manager during his
freshman year. But off the bench
and in the stands, he found his true
calling.
“He was so gregarious and supportive of Taylor athletics that I
started thinking, ‘I wonder if we
can come up with a role for him,’”
she said.
Deciding that he would make an
excellent mascot, Fincannon ordered a costume during Smith’s
sophomore year. The problem:
Smith’s voice was muffled underneath the mascot head. He couldn’t
pump up the crowd or the players.
Fincannon and Smith concluded
that he should stick to what he does
best—creating an energetic atmosphere at sporting events.
Senior Darayl Jordan, a forward
on the men’s basketball team, has
appreciated Smith’s constant source
of support over the past three years.
“He’s just kind of extra motivation,”
Jordan said. “We can count on that
every time we come out of the locker room he’s going to be out there
hootin’ and hollerin’.”
Smith hopes to continue his role
as chief cheerer during his senior
year at Taylor. His loyalty to the program, energy level at every competition and passion for sports have
made him the ideal candidate for
the role. Fincannon said that just
as the “school cheerer” position began with him, it will end with him
as well.
“He’s been a tremendously dedicated Taylor fan,” she said. “My
only con is I wish we had a thousand Jonathans.”
“Not being able to execute and get
the timely hits really ended up costing
us,” Moorehead said. “They did a really good job of executing when they
needed to, and we didn’t. They have
a high-powered offense with the ability to really hurt you if you make mistakes, and they were able to do a good
job of that on Tuesday.”
Tuesday’s loss also closes the collegiate careers of Taylor’s three seniors:
Josh DeGraaf, Brent Minta and Alex
Senyshyn. During their time as Trojans, the seniors combined for two
Crossroads League Championships,
two NAIA National Tournament appearances and 139 total victories.
Although DeGraaf ’s career on the
diamond ended Tuesday, it’s the relationships with his teammates he will
miss the most.
“The relationships have definitely meant the most to me,” DeGraaf
said. “Grinding it out every day with
my teammates created a close bond
where I can invest in them, and vice
versa. I will miss college baseball at
Taylor, but knowing that I will never
get to play with this group of men is
the saddest part.”
Athlete of the Week

Ashley Miller
Year

Junior

Hometown

Bloomington, Indiana

Position

Pitcher, First Base

Pump-Up Song

Huge variety on pre-game playlist

Funniest teammate

Hannah Robbins

Favorite softball memory

Beating Georgetown last year at Nationals
for Taylor’s first national win

Key stat

Orchestrated comeback win vs Grace in
Crossroads League tournament
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